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DIRECTOR’S NOTES
My Old Lady

Life presents us with gifts every single day. All we have to do is open our hearts and our minds to 
accept them.

Many years ago a friend told me about My Old Lady. I ordered the script, I read it and I even 
watched the movie! I accepted this as a gift and I have been waiting all these years to share it with 
you. I offer this work knowing that it is not an easy story to tell or to hear. There is language that 
will likely offend some but the language is real. It speaks a truth. I will say that again. It speaks a 
truth that we should try to get comfortable with because if we want to really hear a person’s story 
and really know a person’s soul, we have to open our hearts and our minds to their truth.

My talented story tellers, Tanya, John and Eve, will offer you moments that are gentle, loving and 
witty and then, there will be moments that may be difficult to witness. But isn’t that life? We take the 
good, the bad and the ugly and we wrap it up like a gift. We share it with our family and friends and 
we hope, and sometimes even pray, that they will accept it all with an open heart and mind.

I promise you that in the end, the characters in this play rise to the surface better, stronger and 
healthier than when we first meet them. They have a gift to share and it’s yours for the taking. 

When I think about great story tellers and people who always had an open mind and heart, I think 
about, and am compelled to dedicate this production to, Bonnie Hartley and Doug Richards.  
Two dear friends who are no longer with me. They supported this community theatre and they  
were a personal support to me as I navigated my way through this hobby that I love. For them,  
and because of them, I will continue to share theatre with my community. Bonnie and Doug were 
truly two beautiful gifts. I miss them dearly and I will always celebrate them in my story telling.

With love, 
SALLY JOHNSTON

FOR TICKET INFORMATION CONTACT THEATRE WOODSTOCK
WEBSITE: www.theatrewoodstock.com

BOX OFFICE: 519-537-2582
ADDRESS: 22 Reeve Street, Woodstock, Ontario

NEW HOURS: Monday & Tuesday 1pm-5pm | Saturday 9am-5pm
 Open 2 hours before each performance
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We are close by when you need us most

Private Family
Owned and
Operated

Customizable & Affordable:
Funerals
Cremations 
Celebrations of Life 
Memorial Gatherings
Traditional Services

After Funeral Assistance 

69 Wellington Street North, Woodstock, ON N4S 6P7 
519-537-3611      www.smithleroy.com

Our Directors 
Madison Kraeker
Dave Nancekivill

Owners 
Jeff & Michelle Glendinning
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SETTING
Early Spring in Paris, France. 

The story unfolds over the course of one week.

CAST
Mathilde Girard ...............................................................................  TANYA THOMPSON
Mathias Gold ..........................................................................................  JOHN SETTLE
Chloe Girard ................................................................................................  EVE COHEN

LANGUAGE AND DISCLAIMERS
My Old Lady deals with sensitive subjects, has some loud noises,  

and contains colourful language that will likely offend some.

SPECIAL THANKS
Theatre Burlington and Mark Collis for the loan of Wilboar!

Smith, Leroy Funeral Home for the contribution to set decor.
Gwen Houwers and Wray Boughner for contributing to the set decor (desk and fireplace).

Audrianna DeSouza for the ornate picture frames.
Kathie Richards for the loan of the 2 red runners.

ITOPA and Rebecca McNall for the loan of the large red carpet.
LCP and David Long for the loan of the large windows.

Brian Hughes for helping source pieces, painting and odd jobs.
Members of Oxford Winds (Noah Foss, Riley Hales, and Abby Houston)  

for providing music for Opening Night.
Kate Innes for providing her artwork for the lobby.

Maglin Site Furniture for providing stand-up tables especially designed for our theatre.
Jade Wassink for helping cover lights.

Cadence Waters (WCI Co-op student) for marketing assistance.
Alison and Dave Vink for the Opening Night Reception.

OPENING NIGHT RECEPTION 
Please join us downstairs in the Lounge for our Opening Night Reception on Fri., Oct. 19. 

Everyone is welcome!

PUBLIC ADJUDICATION
A 10-minute public adjudication will take place in the TW Auditorium after the  

Oct. 24 performance, presented to the audience and production team.  
This year’s WODL Travelling Adjudicator is Trevor Smith Diggins.
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CREW
Director ............................................................................................. SALLY JOHNSTON
Producer .............................................................................................. JANNY HUGHES
Stage Manager ............................................................................  SAMANTHA MULLER
Assistant Stage Managers ............................................ TRACEY PRICE, LAURA EARLE
Set Design ........................................................................................ SALLY JOHNSTON
Set Move-in ......................................................................  NEIL MULLER, NICK KINSER
Set Builders ................................................................... JASON CARLISLE, ROB COLES
Set Painting ..............................................................................................  KIM DILELLO
Set Decor ....................................................... MARIA ST. LAURENT, SALLY JOHNSTON,  
                                                                                     SAMANTHA MULLER, JANNY HUGHES
Lighting Design ..........................................................................................  ROB COLES
Lighting Hang .......................................................  ROB COLES, AUDRIANNA DESOUZA
Lighting Operator ...................................................................................... DON HASTIE
Sound Designer ................................................................................ SALLY JOHNSTON 
Sound Programmers ................................... ROB MCLAUGHLIN, ISAAC TEIGE ATFIELD
Sound Operator ..........................................................................  ISAAC TEIGE ATFIELD
Props & Costumes ............................................  MARIA ST LAURENT, CAST AND CREW
Makeup & Hair...................................................  JULIA KOZUCH, AUDREY KELLESTINE, 
                                                                 FANSHAWE HAIRSTYLIST PROGRAM STUDENTS
Photography ...................................................................................  JOANNA KENNEDY
Program ............................. ROB MCLAUGHLIN, SUSAN ROBINSON, ANDREA DEBOER
Poster ..............................................................................................  ROB MCLAUGHLIN

Left to Right: Tracey Price, Rob Coles, Maria St. Laurent, Isaac Teige Atfield, 
Janny Hughes, Jade Wassink, Laura Earle (Absent: Don Hastie)
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CAST
JOHN SETTLE (Mathias Gold) John has been performing in amateur 
theatre for over 25 years but this is his first performance with Theatre 
Woodstock! Most recently, John played Archie Beaton in Brigadoon with Ayr 
Community Theatre, 2024, Thomas in Making God Laugh with Theatre Wellesley, 
2024, and Mr. Shellhammer in Miracle on 34th Street with Elora Community 
Theatre, 2023. John is “totally enchanté” to be playing the role of Mathias Gold! 
He feels “totally bienvenue” to be part of the team!

TANYA THOMPSON (Mathilde Girard) Tanya was recently on the Theatre 
Woodstock stage in The Birds and the Bees last season. She has previously 
enjoyed the direction and stage management of Sally and Sam in On a First 
Name Basis in 2019 and is honoured to be on stage with the extremely talented 
John and Eve. The theatre is Tanya’s favourite place – whether onstage, 
backstage, in the director’s chair, or the audience. Thank you to Nelson for his 
never-ending support and encouragement. Her very favourite role continues to 
be that of Lolly (Grandmother) to seven awesome grandkids.

EVE COHEN (Chloe Girard) This is Eve’s second time performing at Theatre 
Woodstock. Audiences may remember her from The Dining Room. A relative 
newcomer to the area, Eve performed in ITOPA’s Three Weddings and an Elvis, 
Alvego Root Theatre’s Lawrence Station and The Gentle Rain Food Co-op, 
Western University’s Much Ado About Nothing, the London Fringe Festival’s 
Goddess in the Gallery, The King Black Box in Toronto’s Hey Lauren and at the 
TAP Center in Creativity Human Voices Wake Us. She hails from the US, where 
she performed in theatre and film in Denver, Los Angeles, San Francisco, and 
New York. Currently, she resides in London with her husband and dog. She is 
disappointed she didn’t manage to talk the production staff into letting the 
cast of My Old Lady take a field trip to Paris for “research” purposes but is 
happy to have visited the city within the pages of this charming play. Thanks 
to the whole production team and the lovely cast for all their hard work and 
dedication. They have all made “life better.”
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CREW
SALLY JOHNSTON (Director) Sally is extremely happy to be directing again 
for Theatre Woodstock. Other plays she has directed include On A First Name 
Basis, Sitting Pretty, Old Love, and Ten Times Two. She also directed FOAP’s 
Accused of Comedy for ITOPA. Sally loves creating set and sound designs and 
her next theatre venture is co-producing A Rock Sails By. Sally would like to 
thank her husband Peter for his unconditional support, her daughter Samantha 
for sharing her love of theatre, and her dear friend Janny for taking the plunge 
to produce this show! Janny’s a natural. She also wants to thank her daughter 
Emily for making her a gramma because that is the best volunteer job of all!

JANNY HUGHES (Producer) Janny is taking on a new role with My Old 
Lady as producer. She is grateful for the support from Sally in learning what is 
needed and has enjoyed watching the “magic” unfold. It is an honour to work 
with such experienced and talented people. She has volunteered with Theatre 
Woodstock for many years. Most recently she assistant stage managed for A 
Good Old-Fashioned Big Family Christmas, was the sound operator for Calendar 
Girls and stage managed Accused of Comedy for the first Festival of One Act 
Plays at ITOPA.

SAMANTHA MULLER (Stage Manager) Samantha is thrilled to be 
working behind the scenes once again! She last assistant stage managed Guys 
in a Garage, stage managed On a First Name Basis, and produced On Golden 
Pond here at Theatre Woodstock. This show has been a labour of love for her 
mom, Sally, holding it in her “back pocket” for years. Samantha loves the time 
they share at the theatre and hopes that you enjoy this story of love, loss, and 
long life.
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519.771.4973

C e d a r v i e w S e n i o r L i f e . c o m
511 Finkle Street Woodstock, Ontario N4V 0C4 

Professionally Managed by 

Learn more about our 
community, meet new 
friends & find your new 
home!

ReImagine Senior Living  

CALL TODAYTOUR & 
LUNCH

with us!
Your forever home awaits 
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CORPORATE PARTNERS
Brock and Visser Funeral Home 
Charles Dickens Pub 
Cheesy Cow Company 
City of Woodstock 
Cowan Foundation
Destinations Travel and Cruise Centre 
Dr. Ed Hoben Dentistry 
Execulink 

Heart FM 
Home Hardware Building Centre
Investment Planning Counsel 
Maglin Site Furniture 
Scott’s No Frills
Smith-LeRoy Funeral Home
Toyota Motor 
   Manufacturing Canada Inc.

IN KIND SPONSORSHIP
Lewis Graphics
Maglin Site Furniture

The Finished Edge
Woodstock Little Caesars

SUSTAINING BENEFACTORS
Brian and Rosemary George
Lynda Howard
Bob and Doris McTavish

Susan Robinson
Mary Anne Silverthorn

BENEFACTORS
Dr. Gord and Gwen Brown
Murray L. Coulter
Geoffrey Lee

Bill and Mary Mackesy
Sandra and Bryan Smith
Sandra Wolfe

PATRONS
Sally Bell
John Galliott
Milt Kovac
Anne and Jim Macdonald
Craig Shoemaker 
Ken Shrubsall 

Sylvia and David Smith
Pat Smith 
Dan Springstead
Elaine Todd
Sandra Wolfe

DONORS
Jim and Anya Donaldson 
Carol Hallock
Fran Harding

Kathleen Richards
Tom and Doris-Anne Smith

HONORARY MEMBERS
Edythe Smith – 1989*
Edwin and Lee Bennett – 1990*
Don and Clyndie Iredale – 1991*
Anne Wilson – 1992*
Brian George – 1995
Rosemary George – 1996 
Freda Crunden – 1997*
Bonnie Hartley – 1999*
Jennifer Paquette – 2001
Donald Hastie – 2002
Maria St. Laurent – 2003
Susan Robinson – 2004
Jason Paquette – 2005
Rob Utting – 2007*

Jeff Sweete – 2009
Laura Earle – 2010
Jennifer Paquette – 2011
Sally Johnston – 2012
Jennea Smith – 2013
Ted McLauchlin – 2014
Joanna Sweete – 2014
Deb Prentice – 2015*
Pete Dunbar – 2017
Laurel Gillespie – 2018
John Hammond – 2019
Rob McLaughlin – 2022
Mike Crabbe – 2023
Chloé McGregor – 2024

THEATRE WOODSTOCK DONORS 2024/25

*Deceased



THEATRE WOODSTOCK • MY OLD LADY 11

519-421-4412
bill@lewisgraphics.ca
www.lewisgraphics.ca
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DECALS  •  SIGNS  •  GRAPHIC DESIGN  • VEHICLE GRAPHICS
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THEATRE WOODSTOCK SEASON STAGES SPONSOR

SHOW SPONSORS

OPENING NIGHT SPONSOR SPECIAL EVENT SPONSORS

IN KIND SPONSORS

519-421-4412
bill@lewisgraphics.ca

830 Parkinson Road, Unit 3, Woodstock

› Graphic Design
› Signs & Banners
› Vinyl Decals
› Vehicle GraphicsWEBSITE SPONSOR GRAPHIC DESIGN SPONSOR

THEATRE WOODSTOCK SPONSORS

SÉAN MCCANN LET’S DANCE CANADA
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OUR BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

Executive
SUE ROBINSON • President

ROB MCLAUGHLIN • Vice President / Technical Director
BRIAN GEORGE • Treasurer / Past President

CHLOE MCGREGOR • Secretary
BAILEY THIBODEAU • STAGES Director

Directors
SHANNON WIJNKER

LAURIE SCHULTZ
LIZ WISMER-VAN MEER

ISAAC ATFIELD
CAROL HALLOCK

JOANNA KENNEDY

Staff
TAFFY WEIR • Box Office Manager

SARAH HODGKINSON • Marketing Coordinator & House Manager
JUDY HOLLINGER • House Manager
WILLOW STEELE • House Manager

www.oxfordwinds.ca
for details
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ERNIE HARDEMAN
MPP - Oxford

ENJOY  
THE SHOW! 

Thank you for coming to see  
My Old Lady 

and supporting our local talent.

ernie.hardemanco@pc.ola.org 
519-537-5222 • 1-800-265-4046
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MEDIA SPONSOR:
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by Robert Harling

THEATRE TILLSONBURG

November 7, 8, 9, 10, 14, 15, 16 & 17, 2024

Producer Tabatha Buckle     Director Julie Buffett

in agreement with 
Broadway Licensing

All tickets $27
(519) 688-3026
theatretillsonburg.com
144789 Potters Road, Tillsonburg

Sponsored By
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